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“THE MIKADO?” is without doubt the most popular and successful of the Gilbert and Sullivan
Operas. The first night at the Savoy Theatre, in 1885 was a sensational occasion. The
previous opera, Princess Ida, had not had a long run, and everyone wondered if this new opera,
written after Gilbert & Sullivan’s first quarrel, would captivate the hearts of both critics and public
as earlier works had done. The atmosphere was electric and nerves were taut. Sullivan con-
ducted, and Gilbert stalked the streets alone (as was his wont on first nights, so much did he dread
them). But, as we know now, the Mikado was a triumph, and ever since revivals have always been
warmly welcomed. It has been translated and sung in many tongues and countries (including
Japan), acclaimed in America, filmed at Pinewood and “swung” by an all-Negro cast in New York.

The idea of a Japanese setting is said to have first come to Gilbert when an old Japanese
sword fell from the wall of his study. At that time there was a vogue for things Oriental, not the
least of which was a Japanese exhibition at Knightsbridge, and the Mikado heightened this interest
in the people of Nippon. Just think of the number of Mikado cafes one has found in the most
obscure places! In New York (and indeed in London, to a lesser extent) it was considered correct
and proper to send one’s lady a Japanese fan or other token before calling to take her to the
Mikado. No fashionable family boasted a house without a Mikado room.

Fashion and time have changed these quaint courtesies, but the Mikado has weathered the
storm of both. If Gilbert's dialogue has lost some of its topicality there still remains a wealth of
humour and many delightful lyrics, and Sullivan’s music remains as fresh and charming as it was
67 years ago.

We have not attempted a spectacular production—obviously this would be impossible in a small
theatre—instead we have aimed to produce an intimate comic opera relying on the words of
Gilbert and the music of Sullivan to entertain you for a brief while this evening. We hope we .
shall have your approval—and your applause |
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