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ACTI

COURTYARD   OF   KO-KO'S   OFFICIAL   RESIDE-NCE

-        INTERVAL TEN  MINUTES       -

•     ACT    11

KO-KO.S   GARDEN

The Ivlu8!c  Directed  by                                             The  Opel.a  Produced  by
MARGARET SHEARDOwN,  L.R.A.M.                                       aEOFFREy  sHARp

The  .udiebce i. uhad  not to  I}reck  the  c®ntinufty by in.i.ting  on  encore. when the action end
deb.gpo h I.in8 c.ri.d givd8ht on dy the .rti.ho



"TH E   M I KADO"  i.  without doubt the mo.I popular and 8ucces.ful of the Gilbert and Sullivan

OpcraB.         The  first  night  at  the  Savoy  Thcatrc,  in   1885   wa.   a   .cn8ationaLl   occasion.      The
previous  opera,   Prince.8   Ida,  had  not  had a long run,  and everyone wondered if this new opera,
written after Oilbcrt & Sullivan'8 first quarrel, would captivate the hearts of both critics and public
aB earlier worl{8 had done.     The atmo8pherc wa. clcctf'ic  and   ncl.vc.   were  taut.      Sullivan    con.
ducted, and Gilbert 8talkcd the 8trcctt alone (aB wa8 hi.  wont on first night., eo much did hc dread
them).     But, as wc know now, the Mil{ado was a triumph, and ever since revivals have always been
warmly welcomed.     It  has   been  translated   and  sung  in   many  tongues  and countries (including
Japan), acclaimed in  America, fllmcd at  Pinewood and ``8wung" by an all.Negro cast in New Yori.

The  idea  of  a  Japanc.e  setting  is  Bald  to  have flr8t  come to Gilbertwhcn an old Japanc.e
Sword fell from the wall of his .tudy.    At  that  time there wa. a vogue for thinge Oriental, not the
least of which wig fl Jzipancse exhibition at  Knight8bridge. and the  Mil{ado heightcncd this intere.t
in the people of  Nippon.     Just  `think   or  the   number  of  Mikado   cafc8  one has found in the mo.t
(}liscurc place8!     In  New York  (an.I  indeed  in  London, to a lesser cxtcnt)  it was considered correct
and   proper  to  ecnd   one'8  lady  a  Japane.c  fan  or  other  token  before  calling to take her to the
Miltado.     No faBhionablc family  boasted a house without a Mikado room.

Fashioli   and   time  have  changed   these  quaint  courtesies, but the  Mikado has weathered the
Storm  tif lioth.      If  Gilbcl.t's   dizilo#ue  has lo.t Come of its topicality there still remains a wealth of
humour aTiil  maiiy  dclightful  lyric.,  and  Sullivan's  music  remair]B  a8  frc8h  and  charming  a8  it was
67  ycar8 ago.

We have  not  :`ttcmptcd a Spectacular production-.obviously this would  bc impo88iblc in a Small
th€atre~in8tead  .±ce_  have__aindrfu_._produce _an  intimate  comie__opera  relying  9n  the word. of
Gilbert  and  the   music  of  Sullivan  to  cntcrt]in you for a brief  while this evening.     Wc hope we
Bhall have your approval-and your applau.c I
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