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CAST

The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph porter, K.C'.B .......         William p. Beddow
(Firs¢ Lord of the Admiralty)

Captain corcoran  /Coow#{o#d¢.#g H.M.S, P¢.#¢/ore/             ............  Alan Thompson

Ralph Rackstraw

Dick Deadeye i
(Able Seamen)

..................              Reginald  Brunning

........................             Ernest  Bailey

Bill  Bobstay  /Bo¢£sto¢¢.#'s M¢£c/                    ........................    Bernard  Bourne

Bob  Becket  /C¢r¢ewfcr's M¢£eJ      ..............................          Alan  shotton

Josephine  / 'J`fee c¢¢£ck.#'s D¢wg/ifer/               ..................           Joy  Edwards

Hebe  /sS.r /osc¢J4's  F..rs£ Co%s¢.#/      ...........-...................             Effie  cottrell

Little  Buttercup  /A Porfs#cow£/! Bw»ibo¢£  Wo#i¢„               ......                         Molly  Kidger

Chorus of First Lord's  Sisters, his Cousins,  his  Aunts and Sailors

I.ADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  CHORUS
Doreen Barnes             Beryl  painter                    Monica smith                   Clifford Howse
Glenise Blant               Dorothy  plowright         Mabel  whiteland           John Jones
Edith Broughlon         Dorothy  sillita                 Patricia  wright              Herbert Macey
Clarice Hill                   Ivy  smith                           Leonard Farley               Richard l`homas

Midshipman    .     .    .     DerekBell

SCEIVE-QUARTERDECK  OF  "H.M.S.  PINAFORE,"   OFF  PORTSMOUTH

ACT I~N00N

Interval of ten minutes

ACT II-NIGHT

The  Music Directed by                                                                             The opera  produced by
ARTHUR  ORMEROD,  L.R.A.M.                                                       GEOFFREY   SHARP

The audience is asked not to break the continuity by insisting oh encores when the action and dialogue
is being ca+ri®d Straight on by the artistes



"H.M.S. PINAFORE" is the ship that sailed the Gilbert.and Sullivan partnership

to victory.    First produced at the Opera-Comique in May,1878, few people realise how
nearly  this opera failed, and how nearly the Gilbert and Sullivan partnership foundered."Trial   by   Jury"   and  the   "Sorcerer"   had   hardly   established  Gilbert  and  Sullivan's

reputation, and the warm weather in the sunrmer of 1878  kept audiences at  the  Opera'{
Comique pitifully  small.  It was not until Sullivan conducted a selection fi-om "Pinafore"
at a  Prquenade Concert at the Covent Garden  Opera  House  that  the  music  suddenly
burst   into  popularity;   that  the  Opera-Comique  became  filled   to  capacity ;   that  the"Pinafore' Mania" started.    A direct result of  this  was an  agreement  between  Gilbert,

Sullivan and Carte to work  together  and  share  equally  the  profits  after  all  ex[jenses
had been paid-the seeds of the long association which was to  produce  so  many  well-
loved characters,  melodies, situations and catch-phrases.

"H.M.S.  Pinafore" ran for 700 performances at the Opera-Comique besides which

there  were many  versions  (authorised  and  unaiithorised)  given  in, America  and  else-
where-and a pirate version even appeared for a short while in London.

The style of the opera admirably illustrates the Gilbertian formula for a successful
musical entertainment-"to treat a thoroughly  farcical subject in a  thoroughly  serious
way."  And  if members of the audience are ever in doubt as to the seriousness of Gilbert
and Sullivan operas  (as  they often appear   to  be)  they   should  reinember  this  formula
and burst into spontaneous laughter whenever they ,wish !

(

opera\'sry%Vksdrtihne]£Sas#e.sMp.esc.t:fi:anf]°orree"rjesa|:sstsic.C|?[onr;:i'ist¥::sos:[*ee£:vteh:[v°eti]:Eesoapve°r¥
a less  stylised  production than  usual -and the excellent  inusic  is often left to speak  for
itself without the  encumbrance of unnecessary  `.business."

\,
"H.M.S  Pinafore" was  the first Gill)ert and  Sullivan  opera  ever  to  be  performed

gyp:Lrr:I,aitce:roscTei,tywai:i.|c:ret::no'kyfn.ortwbaer5h,:ltahset.i:.e?I:tlprreo:`fu:::lepvy]i:e,B.u:|t-`':e:|ne`:.E:st:icd
continued support.
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