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Actl

Chorus and Solo (Florian)—Search throughout the panorama

Song (Hildebrand and Chorus)—Now hearken to my strict command
Recit. and Song (Hilarion)—Today we meet

Chorus—From the distant panorama

Trio (Arac, Guron, Scynthius and Chorus)—W e are warriors three
Seng (Gama)—If you give me your attention

Finale—P’raps if you address the lady

Act 2

Chorus of Girls and Solos (Lady Psyche, Melissa and Sacharissa)—Towards the empyrean
heights
Chorus of Girls—Mighty maiden with a mission

Recit. and Aria (Princess)—Minerva ! oh, hear me

10a Exeunt for Princess Ida and Girls—And thus to empyrean heights
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Trio (Cyril, Hilarion and Florian)—Gently, gently

Trio (Cyril, Hilarion and Florian)—] am a maiden

Quartet (Princess, Cyril, Hilarion and Florian)—The world is but a broken toy
Song (Lady Psyche, with Cyril, Hilarion and Florian)—A lady fair of lineage high
Quintet (Psyche, Melissa, Cyril, Hilarion and Florian)—The woman of the wisest wit
Duet (Melissa and Lady Blanche)—Now wouldn’t you like

Chorus of Girls and Solos (Blanche and Cyril)—Merrily ring the luncheon bell
Song (Cyril) Would you know the kind of maid

Finale (Princess, Hildebrand, Melissa, Lady Psyche, Blanche, Cyril, Hilarion, Florian, Arac,
Guron, Scynthius and Chorus of Girls and Men)—QOh, joy ! our chief is saved

Act3

Chorus and Solo (Melissa)—Death to the invader !

Song (King Gama with Chorus of Girls)—Whene’er I spoke

Song (Princess)—I built upon a rock =

Chorus of Ladies and Soldiers—When anger spreads his wing

Song (Arac, with Guron, Scynthius and Chorus)—This helmet, I suppose
Chorus during the Fight—This is our duty

Finale—With joy abiding



Jo aur audience . . .

“Princess Ida” has not been performed in Burton-on-Trent before. The excellent
support given to our society by the Burton public has encouraged us to continue an ambitious
policy which commenced with the presentation of “lhe Gondoliers” as our first effort in
1952.

We make no apology for being so adventurous, and trust that you will enjoy this
production as much as the cast have enjoyed giving it.

A synopsis is given below in order to assist you in following the somewhat compli-
cated plot.

ACT 1

The scene is set at King Hildebrand’s palace where the court is awaiting the arrival
of King Gama and his daughter, Princess Ida, who was betrothed to Hildebrand’s son,
Hilarion, in infancy. Gama and his three sons duly arrive, but Ida is not with them, for she
has retired to a women’s University. Hildebrand, annoyed at the insult and determined not
to be baulked, promptly arrests Gama and his three.sons and detains them as hostages for
the surrender of Ida. Hilarion and his friends Cyril and Florian, however, announce their
intention of seeking out the University and winning the princess.

ACT 2

The second act is set in the grounds of the University where the girl graduates are sing-
ing of their academic achievements and aspirations. Hilarion and his two friends arrive, and
finding some academic robes lying in the garden, disguise themselves as female students.
They are accepted naively by the Princess, but Florian unexpectedly meets his sister, Psyche,
whom he has not seen for years. He is forced to make himself known to her, but she agrees .
to keep the secret. Melissa, another student, overhears the conversation but is persuaded to
remain silent also. At luncheon, however, the deception is discovered, for Cyril gets hope-
lessly drunk, and the Princess realises the truth. The three friends are arrested. but the
situation is further complicated by the arrival of Hildebrand and his army together with the
hostages who are condemned to be hanged should Ida refuse to yield.

ACT 3

The final act takes place in the courtyard of Castle Adamant, where the girls prepare
to meet their male foes in combat. Gama, however, arrives bringing a proposal from Hilde-
brand, who is loathe to war with women, that Ida’s brothers should be pitted against Hilarion,
Cyril and Florian and her fate decided by the outcome. Ida hasno alternative but to agree.
The combat takes place and the sons of Gama are vanquished. Ida realises she mustyield;
admits the error of her views on men and happily gives herself to Hilarion.
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