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TO OUR AUDIENCE

HE STORY is based on the life of the great Norwegian composer, Edvard Grieg, and opens
on Midsummer's Eve in 1860,  Edvard, his friend Rikard Nordraak. a poet, and Nina
Hagenup, whom they both love, meet again at Troldhaugen, after Nina’s absence in Gopenhagen.
Together they plan that Edvard shall set to music Rikard's poem in praise of Norway. 1t is
soon apparent that it is Edvard that Nina loves, and their betrothal is announced that evening
at the traditional Name Cakes ceremony.  However, their romance does not run smoothly.
Father Grieg does not recognise his son’s genius, and insists on his following 1n his own footsteps
into the family fish business.  Mother Grieg is more understanding and takes every opportunity
sf encouraging Edvard in his musical career.  When the famous prima donna, Louisa Giovanni,
hears him play his compositions, she engages him as her accompanist and song writer.  Edvard
leaves Nina and his [riends and begins a tour of the ecapitals of Europe.  Rikard’s poem is put
aside, and the Song of Norway still remains a dream.

A year later, Edvard’s friends and family visit him in Copenhagen, where they find him
changed and successtul under the patronage of Louisa Giovanni and her husband.  His success
leads on to even greater things, and Henrik Ihsen, impressed by his ability, invites him to write
the music for **Peer Gynt™.  Louisa, possessive and showing an interest in Edvard quite apart
from his musie, is jealous of Nina and sets out to put every obstacle in the way of her marriage
to Edvard and it is only through the intervention of Mother Grieg that it eventually takes place
But even marriage does not end the association with Louisa.  Another year of travel continues
and an uneasy and sometimes stormy collaboration with Thsen goes on, and the Song of Norway
vemains still unwritten.

.

Then in Rome, Grieg hears ol Rikard’s death.  In his griel he vealises that he has failed
both his friend and Nina and agrees to return to Norway. At his home in Troldhaugen at
Christmas time, at the traditional festival of Kris Kringle, Grieg is happy and content at last,
and is inspired to write the music to Rikard’s poem. 1t is this music, the great Piano Concerto,
which brings to an end the Song of Norway.

NO  SMOKING
The audience is requested to refrain from smoking during the performance

DANCES

Norwegian Dance - - arranged by - Joun Ross, ALST.D.

M.MAT.D.,, ANAT.D,
Freddy and his Fiddle - - - - - Ron Whetton
Trolger Dance - - - ¥ - - Joan Ross
Bon Vivant - - - = - - Ron Whetton
Waltz Eternal - - - - - - - Linda Bowler
Peer Gynt Ballet - - . - - - Joan Ross

Concerto Ballet - - - - - Ron Whetton and Linda Bowler
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Brenda Neal
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Doris Postle
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Brenda Rumsey
Ann Shorthose
Joyce Tallis
Angela Thompson
Betty Thompson
Jane Ward
Monica Welton

Peer GynT BALLET
Ruth Edwards
Kathleen Flrench

Sandra Ordish
Carol Ross
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Spirit of Norway ...eiieernwiiniaa. Julie Bickerton
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ct Operatic Society presents

NORWAY

nusic of EDVARD GRIEG

pell and Co. Lid.)

OrmERrROD, L.R.A.M., A.Mus.T.C.L.
F.T.C.L., L.G.SM.

PROLOGUE : ““The Legend” - - - Rikard

ACT I.
Troldhaugen — Just outside the town of Bergen, Norway.
Mldsummm s Eve — in the 1860’s.

Hill of Dreams - - - Nina, Edvard and Rikard
Norwegian Dance

“Freddy and his Fiddle” - - - Freddy and Villagers
“Now” - - - - Louisa and Villagers
*“Strange Music”’ - - - - Nina and Edvard
“*Midsummer’s Eve” - - - Rikard and Louisa
*“March of the Trolgers” - - Company
“"Hymn of Betrothal” - - Molhm Grieg, leald and Villagers
Finale, Act I. - - - - Company

ACT II.

Scene 1 : Copenhagen — Reception Room of the Royal
Conservatory. One year later.

“‘Bon Vivant” - - - Peppi, Edvard and Guests
“Three Loves” - - - - Louisa and Edvard
Finaletto - - - - - Company

Scene 2 ¢ Rome — Tito’s Chocolate Shop. One year later.

ScenE 3 : Rome — Ballroom of Villa Pincio.

“*Waltz Eternal” - - - Louisa’s Guests
Peer Gynt Ballet - - - Adclma. and Corps de Ballet
*I Love You” - - - - Nina

ScenE 4 : Troldhaugen — Interior of Grieg’s Home.
Some time later.
**At Christmastime” - Father Grieg, Mother Grieg, Nina, Ensemble

FivaLe : ConceErTO — and the Concerto Ballet.
As Grieg plays he sees the Norway of his youth dancing happy and free,
He dances with her but their joy is short-lived. The North Wind and Attend-
ants drive them apart and dance in triumph at their separation. Then the
Spirit of Rikard appears. He defeats North Wind and Attendants and reunites
Grieg with his beloved Norway.
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GEORGE WALKER, L.R.AM, Clarinets - - Jmt Tuompson,
- BrExpa HavvLam Brian Percivar and Georar WooLcotT
- Louts Tanti Bassoon - = Perer Biuisos
- Rarru PaLin Horn - - Revpex BENSTON
- Neve Bosisto Trumpets - - PeTeEr Smrth
- Hoxor Upnam - - Joux Swmrrh
- Kerrn Harrison Trombone - . GrEorRGE BENISTON
- ANTHONY MORTIMER Percussion - - Epwarn Prince
- Lyvie Rem Prano - Everyy WoopHouse, L.R.AM.

- Fric Coorer

The Solo Piano part in the Coneerto is played by Everysy Woonnouse, LR A,

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

“The Gondoliers™ - - - February,
“The Mikado™ - - = November,
** Patience™ - - - Octaber,
“H.MS, Pinalore” - - - May,
“Pivates of Penzance™ - - - Ovctober,
“*lolanthe™ . - I October,
“Yeoman of the Guard™ - - - October,
“Princess Ida" - - - October,
“The Vagabond King” - - - October,
“Merrie England™ - - - November,
“The Gondoliers" - - - October,
““The Rebel Maid™ - - - October,
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Kind, Miss M.
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Phillip, Dr. G. J.
Pidgeon, Mr,B. G,
Platts, Mr.E. J.
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Rudin, Mrs. M. Toomey, Mr, L.
Rudkin, Mr. & Mrs. AW, « Toan, Miss]. M.
Rumsey, Mrs. E, M. Taopliss, Mr. H. A,
Russell, Mr. L. Turner, Mr. ], G.
Salt, Mrs. S, E. Upbam, Mrs, 1. M.
Scattergood, Mrs, H.
Sheldon, Mr. M., W. Vernon, Mr. 1. A, H.
Sherratt, Mr. & Mrs, E. Veysey, Mr. K, C.
Shorthose, Mr, D, Vickers, Mr, H.
Shorthose, MissE. M.
Shorthose, Mr, R. A, Wagy, Mr. G, R.
Shotton, Mr. & Mrs. S, J. Wall, Miss M.
Shreeve, Miss W, J. . Wallbauk, Miss
Simons, Mrs, H, Ward, Mrs. A. T,
Slater, Mr. & Mrs. Ward, Mr. T. H.
Smedley, Miss M+ Waring, Mrs.
Smith, Mr. Wn. Warren, Mr. J.
Smont, Mre. V. G, Watson, Miss K. J.
Stokes, Mr, L. R. Webster, Mr. |.
Stone, Mrs, A, Welsh, Mr; & Mes. 1D,
Stone, Mrs. C. . Weston, Mr. D,
Stone, Mr. F. Wuston, Mrs. N.
Storer, Mr. & Mrs. W, Weston, Mr. H. E. C.
Stott, Mrs, Wheildon, Mr, G,
Stott, Mr. R, Whetton, Mrs, R.
Strickland, Mr. & Mrs. H. White, MissB.
Strong, Me. & Mrs E. White, Mr, & Mrs, I,
Squires, Miss J. M. While, Miss H. F.
Suigmers, Miss B, Wiiting, Mr.B.
Wileook, Mr, K.
Taylor, Mr. G. H. Williams, Mr..
Taylor, Mr. S. H. L., Williams, Mrs. L. A,
Thawley, MissB. M. 5. Williams, Miss V.
Thomuas, Mrs. Willis, Mrs.
Thomey, Mr, Woodeock, Mr.
Thompson, Mr. & Mys. 1), Woodings, Mrs. M.
Thompson, Miss K, Wouodward, Mr. & Mrs. G,
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Thompson, Mrs. 1.
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Till, Mr.
Tovby, Mr. & Mrs. L.

The above subscribers cover many others not named, but booked in their parties.
Anyone not in touch with a member of the Society, and wishing to use subscriber facilities
next year, should advise the Hon. Performance Secretary, 55 Osborne Court, Calais Road.

Panken Buntow



