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ACT 1
SCENE — TOWER GREEN

OVERTURE

INTRODUCTION AND SONG : “When maiden loves™ ...... Phoebe
DOUBLE CHORUS : “Tower Warders under orders” .. People and Yeoman
SOLO : ““This is the autumn of our life” .............. Second Yeoman

SONG WITH CHORUS : “When our gallant Norman foes”
Dame Carruthers and Yeomen

TRIO : ““Alas'! I waver to and fro” ........ Phabe, Leonard and Meryll
BATTIATY NS s Vit S a S BOOR 2 i R T ate b ot croiere o v v ins Fairfax
CHORUS : “Here’s a man of jollity” .......... Crowd, Elsie and Point
DUETL I Thave 2 Song ito sing, MO o Sl Riciinie ... Elsie and Point
TRIO : “How say you, maiden™ .......... Elsie, Point and Lieutenant
RECEITFAND SONG: & “Tve a2 jibeYandNjoke @ i & 205 b nas s Point
RECIT. AND SONG : “°Tis done! I am a bride!” ............ Elsie
SEING ESRWere T thy I BEIdE! ni: ok i oh e s s st s Pheebe
FINALE
ACT 11
SCENE — THE SAME — KMOONIIGE T T 0 DAYS LATER

CHORUS : ‘““Night has spread hoi paiioc ROIE

BOLEG N Warderssliare yef b m i gie .. ..... Dame Carruthers
SONG : ““Oh! a private buficen is a hght-hearted loon” .. .. .. .. Point
DUET : “‘Hereupon we’re both agragd” ............ Point and Wilfred
BATTATD = Free! from his-fetters- gt 2 G abai A fan e san wus. Fairfax
OUARTET 3= ~Strange  advernitures teiisosi it s Kate, Dame Carruthers,

Fairfax and Sergeant Meryll

SCENE : ““Hark ! what was that, sir 7 .. .. Elsie, Phoebe, Dame Carruthers,
Fairfax, Wilfred, Point, Lieutenant,
Sergeant Meryll and Chorus

TRIO : A man who would woo a fair maid” .. Elsie, Pheebe and Fairfax

QUARTET : “When a wooer goes a-wooing™ .......... Elsie, Pheebe,
Fairfax and Point
DUET : “‘Rapture ! rapture !” .... Dame Carruthers and Sergeant Meryll

FINALE : **Comes the pretty young bride”



170 OUR AUDIENC U
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i ink of an Opera set in Tudor (imes.  Both the partners hilf! nn_' affinity l},,: this
Gilbert to l!nn YA | tic sensitivity and brutality, Gilbert as a keen historian and Sullivan,
Ll C“_“H‘c“"l’f.l’;"‘ Il(\ ;()l ‘nf music with its deep admiration for the polyphonic style,
e, l\h: '““'l'"to‘:!“i’::"{'l‘\‘ﬂ“; :'i a pure madrigal and the words of Dame Carruthers’ song in
“Strange Adventur : 8 i .

i ' sty seriod,
Act 1 are very much in keeping with the poetry of the perio
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Jso, was an opportunity, at a difficult stage in the partnership between these twe
i oy ;;SO’ Wi l. hortage ol material and only a moderate success with Ruddigore,
‘hen, owing (o shorl: |
greal men when,

old operas were being revived — the oppo.rlunity to give Su‘]livanl.lflr’f(':‘f:hlafllc‘c‘ ;1(, had ,’;1];'\"3}/3
longed for, to write the music for a romantic opcra.-dramal. l](-JjN 1“. u(,n. l.sl 5 L?Tncn rom
the other operas in plot, characters, style and setlm.g.- Gone 1‘5 lml magmh o/,;lr-];_’c, ionc t_hc
interchanged babies. Instead we have the II{ab.b(?IaISIall 'I.“uclo't mob .man”anc. ;-lnght e serio-
comic jester and his girl, the subnormal ape-like jailer gloating in h_15 prowess W-ll the horrible
instruments of torture, the lovely gay daughter of the Sergeant of the ToYver given away to a
brute and the broken-hearted clown kissing the hem of the dress of the girl for -W}'lom l?c has
lived his whole life. Gone also, the usual opening chorus — replaced by the plaintive spinning

song.

The scene of the opera is set completely on Tower Green, the grim witness of the execution
of many brave and innocent people. One of them, Colonel Fairfax, is awaiting execution on
a petty charge. His old friend, Sergeant Meryll, with the connivance of Phoebe and Leonard
Meryll, is plotting his escape. This is contrived by Fairfax taking the place of Leonard who,
after long absence, has just returned from the wars as a local hero. Fairfzax impersonates Leonard
Meryll for most of the opera, marries Elsie to outwit his kinsman’s claim to his estates and js
supposedly shot by Shadbolt. Eventually, Fairfax is reprieved and, married already, he and
Elsie are re-united. The usual Gilbertian pairing off takes place, o cept for Point, who is left
collapsing in the centre of the stage. Gilbert intended that ke shoid- die and that the opera
should be a tragedy.
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Finally, pray silence for the overture. This is not poi-pourri of tunes from the opera
but a full-blooded beautifully-written concert overture.
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January, 1964
January, 1965
January, 1966

THE COMMITTEE, on behalf of the Society,

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

February, 1952 “The Vagabond King”
November, 1952 ““Merrie England”
October, 1953 “The Gondoliers”
May, 1954 “The Rebel Maid”
October, 1955 “Song of Norway”
October, 1956 ‘‘Pirates of Penzance”
October, 1957 “The Merry Widow”

October, 1958

CONCERT PROMOTIONS
Proceeds to :

— The Freedom from Hunger Campaign
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Brian PERCIVAL
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Rrupen BenisTON

Prer SMITH
Joun Smrru

Grorcr. BENISTON
Epwarp PrRINCE
- EverLyN WooDHOUSE

L.R.A.M.

October, 1959

November, 1960

October, 1961
October, 1962
October, 1963
October, 1964
October, 1965

- The Burton Society for the Mentally Handicapped
—- The Blind, Physically Handicapped and Deaf and Dumb
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