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The Story
'The curtain goes up to show a rocky
Cornish cove. where the pirates are
holding a celebration, and liberally
"Pour. Oh, Pour the Pirate Sherry".
YoungFrederic,oneofthelrnumber.
has  completed  his  apprenticeship.
and today takes his place as a fully
trained pirate.
However.  Ftederic  surprises  them
all by announcing to the Pirate REng
that. as slave of duty, he did his best
for them while under his indentures.
but that now that he is free he pro-
poses to leave them that night.  His
presencewltht.hemwas,lnanycase,
due  to  an  error.    Ruth,  once  his
nurse, and now a pirate mald of all
work. confesses that. Instructed by
his parents to apprentice him to a
"pilot-. she did not catch what they
said, and inadvertently bound hlin
to a "pirate".   Ftederic explains, he
has  the  greatest  affection  for  the
pirates as individuals, but his con-
science  demands   that  he   devote
himself henceforth to exterminating
them.    The  Pirate  RIng  comments
that they are not very successful at
making piracy pay, and Frederlc. his
sense of duty permitting him to help
them until his indentures are com-
pleted at midnight, points out that
they are  much  too  tender-hearted
and also that. being orphans them-
selves, they never molest an orphan."Everyone we capture says he's an
orphan,"  declares  Frederlc.     The
last three ships we took proved to be
manned entirely by orphans. and so

we  had to let them go..   He urges
them  to  disband  and  accompany
him back to civilization, but the Pi-
rate RIng points out that, contrasted
with respectability, plraqy ls a com-
paratively honest pursuit, and that
it ls a glortous thing . . . To be a Pirate
RIng„.
The pirates depart, leaving F`rederic
with Ruth.  She urges him to marry
her,  but when  a bevy of beautiful
maidens  appear  he   realises  that
there are better. and younger. fish to
fly.  'They are all daughters of Major-
General  Stanley  -  when  they  dls-
cover  Frederlc  they  are  delighted
with   his   rare   good   looks,   but
alarmed to hear that he ls a pirate.
He courts their sympathy. and one of
them, Mabel, falls in love with him.
The  pirates  suddenly  return  and
seize  the  girls.  and  would  marry
them  on  the  spot but  for  Mabel.s
intervention:    their father.  she  in-
forms   them,   is  a  Major-General!
Major-General  Stanley himself ap-
pears. and when he announces that
he. too, ls an orphan the pirates are
reduced to tears.   They release the
girls.    Ruth  makes  another  futile
attempt to win Frederlc.s love.
Act 11 is set ln a ruined chapel, where
General  Stanley  humbles  himself
before the tombs of his ancestors - he
lied when saying he was an orphan.
and ls now Ruled with remorse.  He is
not comforted when Frederic arrives
and points out that he bought the
property only a year ago, -I don't
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PROGRAMME OF MUSIC
Act I.

A rocky seashore on the coast
of comwall

overture
Doiir, Oh I]oiir. the "futc Sheny

Pirates and Samuel
when I+ed.tic vae a Httlc IAd

Ruth
Oh. Better Far to Live and Dle

Prates and Phate rig
Ohl Fabc One, You have I)ecclv'd Me

Ruth and F`rderlc
Cllmblpg over Rocly Molintaln.

Cieneral Stanley.a Daughters
stop. Ledlc., inyl

Edith, Kate, F`rederlc and Chorus of
Girls

Oh. Ie There not One Maiden Brea8t
F`redcrlc and Chonis of Girls

Poor Wand.ring One
Mabel and Chorus of Girls

wit Ought Wc to Do
Bdith, Kate and Chorus of Girls

How Bcautlfully Blue the Sly
Mabel, Frederlc and Chorus of Girls

Stay. We Miiet not IAee our Sense.
FLederlc and Chorus of Glrl8 and

Pirates
Hold. Mon8tcrel

Mabcl, Major-Cieneral, Samuel
and Choms

I Am the Very Model of a Modern
Major General

Major-Cieneral and Chorus
Oh, Men of Dart and DIBmal Fate
Thale Act 1.

Mabel, Kate, Edith, Ruth, Frederlc,
Samuel. King, Major-Ciencral and

Choms

Act  11.
A ruined chapel ty mldnlght

On, I)ry the all.t.nlp. Te.I
intro Chorus of Clrls

solo Mabel
Then, Frederic. Iet To`ir B.core
Lion-heated

F`nderlc and Major-Cieneral
when the Foeman Bare. hl. Steel

Mabel, Edlth and Sergeant
Now for the Hrate. Lalrl

recltativc Frderlc
trio Ruth, Fredcrlc and King

when you had Left our Hrate Fold
Ruth. FTede4c and ring

Avny. Avayl My Heart.. ®n "rc
Ruth, Frederlc and Klng

All 18 rbepu.I. Yotir Gall.zLt Crcv
Awht Yotll

Mabel and Frederlc
Stay, ned.tic, Stay

Mabel and Fredcrlc
No. 1'11 be Br.vet

Mabel, Sergeant and Chorus of Polloe
when a Felon.. not Engaged ln hl.
Emplopcnt

Sergeant and Chorus of Polloe
A RolllcHpg Band ®f Hrate. We

Sergeant and Chorus of Pirates and
Ponce

with Cat-llle Tread
Samuel and Chonis of Plrates

Hlieh, Htleh. Not a Wordl
Ftederlc, King, Major-General

Ponce and Pirates
Slghhg Softly to the Rlver

Major General and Chonis of
Ehatcs and Police

Fl"le lhet 11.
Mabel and Ctompany

There uztll be an lr.terval Of 20 minutes betu.®en Act 1 and 2 during
whleh apf f ice wlu be seri.od

Flrst performance - the Bljou 'Iheatre, Palgnton. Devon. December 30th.
1879. and at the FTfth Avenue Theatre, New York. U.S.A. on the following

day.  "rst lx>ndon production at the Opera Corilque, April 3rd.  1880

W®tnd you u[e to become . Patron?
If lntereeted, please contact -  hfro Loulfie Bun.on, 8e Eltllng Ore.ve. lane,

B`irton®n-Treat.  (BIirton 43240)  who will give you fiirther Information.
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The

know whose ancestors they WERE,
but  I  know whose  ancestors  they
ARE- he groans.
But the time for the attack on the
pirates has arrived and he calls upon
Ftederlc to summon his forces.
The  Police.  In  single file,  march  ln
and fomi up - but they have little
enthusiasm for their task,   "When
the foeman bares his steel. We un-
colnfortablefeel!-Thegallantsoldier
urges them to attack, and with his
daughters takes leave of F[ederic.
There ls now a new twist to the talel
FTederic,   preparing  to  follow  the
policemen, ls now surprised by the
Pirate King and Ruth.  Holding him
at pistol point they Inform him that
his apprentlceshlp ls by no means
up:  he was born on the 29th Febru-
ary ln a leap year. and has seen only
five Birthdays.  Clearly, he has some
considerable time yet to servel Thus.
his  sense  of duty.  leaves  him  no
alternative but to rejoin the plrate
band, and as a member to tell the
Pirate  King  how  the  General  has
deceived him - that he ls not really an
orphan  at all.    The  Pirate  rang ls
furious and swears vengeance - he
leaves  with  Ruth  to  assault  the
castle.       Mabel   returns   to   find
FTederic ln tears,  but ls unable to
alter his sense of duty.   They vow

undying   devotion,    and   FLederic
leaves to rejoin ire crew.
The  policemen  return  and  Mabel
explains that Frederlc has quit their
ranks.  At first they are displeased,
but.  knowing  what  duty  is,  they
sympathize  and  deciding  that  "A
Policeman.s I.ot ls Not a Happy One"
decide to press on without him.
The  Police hide  as  the  Pirates are
heard  approaching  "With  Cat-like
Tread".  The cutthroats are prepar-
lngtoadvancewhenGeneralstanley
appears - the pirates seize him.  His
daughterspleadforhislife.butwlth-
out success: he ls told to prepare to
die.  At this the police emerge from
hiding to attack the pirates. but are
no match for them and are quickly
overcome.
As they lie at his mercy. the Pirate
King wams the unhappy policemen
that lt ls useless to pretend that they
are orphans.  But now comes a sur-
prise; the sergeant calls upon them
to yield "ln the ©ueen.s name- - and
at once they do sol   Ruth explains.
though  pirates now, they were once
noblemen,  and with  such  a back-
ground  could  not  possibly  forget
their loyalty to the Crown.
As  noblemen,  of course.  they  are
ellglble   to   marry   the   General.s
daughters.   He  gladly hands them
over, and all ends well.
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OUR NEXT PRODUCTION
commencing MONDAY, 24th OCTOBER

for one week, will be

" CALAMITY UAINE"
Wntten by James O'Hanlon.

original songs/music by Sammy F`ain.
lyrics by Paul Francis Webster.
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